
SWEPT: Social Workers Ending Poverty Together 
2001 Draper Street, #540 

Delaware City, DE 19706 

 

June 27, 2022 

 

Assembly Member Lisa Calderon, Chair 

Committee on Human Services 

California State Assembly 

1020 N Street, Room 124 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

Re: SB 1085 (Kamlager) SUPPORT 

 

Dear Assembly Member Calderon: 

 

On behalf of Social Workers Ending Poverty Together (SWEPT), I am writing to express our strong 

support of SB 1085 (Kamlager), a measure that seeks to protect and keep families together by 

redefining the definition of neglect.  Specifically, the bill will amend WIC Section 300 to address the 

overly broad definition of neglect and provide a more comprehensive outline, specifying an exception 

for parents impacted by poverty.  This bill will provide critical protection for California’s families who 

are being discriminated against and targeted by human services because of poverty, homelessness, and 

a lack of access to basic resources. 

 

Specifically, SB-1085 would prohibit a child from being taken by child welfare solely because of 

‘financial difficulty’ including homelessness or the inability to afford clothing, home or property repair, 

or childcare. 

 

Currently, Los Angeles has the highest or second highest rates of child removal among large US cities. 

Children are often taken from their families due to charges of ‘neglect’ when poverty is the problem. 

But poverty is not neglect. Currently, the definition of neglect is overly broad. It provides a social 

worker free reign to initiate the removal of a child from their parents for minor circumstances relating 

to poverty.  Black and brown familiies are disproportionately impacted by these practices.  

 

As social workers, we have seen many cases in which parents in poverty have had their children 

removed from their homes by child welfare department rather than receiving concrete assistance with 

issues such as lack of permanent housing or affordable childcare. The resulting family separation has 

caused children trauma and other forms of severe damage. We are also concerned that children not be 

placed with abusive or violent men simply because they have more money or resources than their 

mother or other primary caregiver. We stress the importance of providing resources and in-home 

services first.  

 

Taking children because mothers, overwhelmingly single mothers, are poor is effectively sexist and 

racist, and shows no concern for the welfare of the child; the last thing a child in a family affected by 

poverty needs is to lose their mother. Mothers are the primary caregivers in most families and are 

impoverished because they are doing this essential unpaid labor, often in addition to poorly paid jobs.  

It is time the state showed appreciation for this work by supporting mothers and protecting the vital 

bond between mother and child. 

 



The definition in the WIC code should be refined so that conditions such as a partially empty 

refrigerator, a bare closet, damaged furniture, living in transitional housing, or difficulty affording 

childcare while working a low wage job will not alone result in the removal of a child from their 

parent(s). Poverty and a historical lack of access to resources, especially for People of Color, should not 

be further adjudicated by our justice systems, separating families for unreasonable and arbitrary 

reasons. 

 

SB 1085 (Kamlager) will address this longstanding issue by both protecting vulnerable communities 

and allowing social workers to connect families to resources and community organizations rather than 

separating families. This bill will raise the standards statewide for considerations of “neglect” 

substantiating social workers separating children from their parents and the Juvenile Dependency Court 

finding children to be dependents of the Court. 

 

We must stop punishing mothers (and it is mainly mothers) for being poor and do everything we can to 

assist the families that find themselves subjected to the system. This is especially true for families that 

are vulnerable to implicit bias and arbitrary applications of standards of “neglect,” particularly families 

of color who are disproportionately impacted.   As Rev. Dr. Liz Theoharis, co-coordinator of the Poor 

People’s Campaign, a National Call for Moral Revival said on June 18 th, 2022 to tens of thousands who 

had gathered for a PPC rally in Washington, DC, “Take away our poverty, not our children!”   

 

Thank you for your consideration.  We look forward to SB 1085 moving forward taking into 

consideration the above.    

 

Sincerely, 

 

Ann Rall 

 

Ann Rall, MSW, PhD 

Chair, SWEPT Child Welfare Committee 

arall@umich.edu 

(734) 890-1059 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SWEPT is a chapter of the National Welfare Rights Union and of the Social Welfare Action Alliance  


